
Wonderful class Saturday 

night!  I appreciated the 

promptness and professional-

ism ALL of you showed. 

Rita and Pam had some unex-

pected moments at the end of 

their scene, I love the unex-

pected!.Kenny and Kitty 

worked hard to delve into the 

all important "first beat" of the 

scene and consequently found 

some new truths to their char-

acters.  Keon and Dave had an 

immediate RELATIONSHIP 

and had good relaxation up 

there…nobody pushed.  

Maggie and Lisa worked with 

me to bring THEMSELVES to 

a difficult piece (nice improv).  

Donavan and Frank took the 

time to take their terrific mo-

ments, really good listening 

and reactions.  Denise and 

Shanita killed last part of 

scene and brilliantly 

took  my direction for 

scene's top to provide some 

of the night's best work.  

Ben and Mike took Mike's 

nicely shaped scene and 

reworked it to make BEN 

have the power; great repe-

tition of lines and work on 

the computer!  Tom and 

Ken created their ENVI-

RONMENT  beautifully 

and nailed the scene 

TWICE.  Sharon and 

Eunice also did well with 

their new environment 

(HEAT) and scored biggest 

laughs of the night. The 

cooperation of the class 

and willingness to take the 

notes/direction was first 

rate..See you next month!

Steve 

G R E A T  W O R K S H O P  O N  S A T U R D A Y ,  N O V .  1 9  E V E R Y O N E !  

T H E  “ O V A T I O N  S C H O O L  E N S E M B L E ”   

First of all I am delighted to be 

part of your artistic lives and 

your individual work in class is 

important to both Pam and my-

self.  I love it when our actors 

challenge themselves and dig 

deep to personalize their work. 

Many questions have arisen 

regarding our new MASTER 

CLASS and INTERMEDIATE 

CLASSES. Many of you who 

have taken the class and ob-

served the teaching have noticed 

various levels of experience/

talent within each session.  What 

Pam and I want to do is work 

with our Talent and, based upon 

our observation of where you’re 

at so we can help you develop 

your talent to the next level. The 

INTERMEDIATE CLASSES, 

which will graduate to the MAS-

TER CLASS and will help you 

stretch more within your choice 

of characters and your perform-

ances, and will serve to help you 

to deepen your commitment to 

art.  The MASTER CLASS will 

be an advanced class for students 

who we feel are advanced and 

who have met all of the class and 

other requirements (see below). 

 I will be involved in all classes 

(teaching one scene and/or ob-

serving the work) but our tal-

ented Pam Johnson will be the 

Teacher during a great chunk of 

INTERMEDIATE Classes, in-

cluding a PRE-MASTER. As you 

know she is fabulous and in com-

municating the Teaching 

(Stanislavsky based Method with 

Uta Hagen's RESPECT FOR 

ACTING and my TAPPING 

INTO YOUR GOLD as required 

textbooks). 

 

I will be involved in all classes 

(teaching one scene and/or ob-

serving the work) but our talented 

Pam Johnson will be the Teacher 

during a great chunk of INTER-

MEDIATE Classes, including a 

PRE-MASTER.  
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S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  

O F  I N T E R E S T :  

Intermediate and Master 

Classes discussed 

Student readiness 

Reading requirements 

Workshop requirements 

My experience with Uta 

Hagen’s Master Class. 

Minimum requirements 

“The Art of Listening in a 2-

Person Scene”   

Steve with Gerald Butler in 
Machine Gun Preacher  



 As you know she is fabulous 

and in communicating the 

Teaching (Stanislavsky based 

Method with Uta Hagen's RE-

SPECT FOR ACTING and my 

TAPPING INTO YOUR 

GOLD as required textbooks). 

 

When I studied at HB STU-

DIO in NY I spent two years 

in INTERMEDIATE classes 

with Elizabeth Dillon BE-

FORE I was invited to audition 

for Miss Hagen's class. I 

needed those 2 years to be 

ready for Her MASTER 

CLASS.   

 

Alhough some of you may feel 

you are ready now, we 

strongly encourage you to trust 

our judgment and work hard to 

make joining our MASTER 

CLASS your goal.  I was 

proud to be in INTERMEDI-

ATE and hope you will feel 

the same way, if that's how it 

works out for you at the begin-

ning. In other words, check 

your egos at the door. 

 

I will be teaching our MAS-

TER CLASS and utilizing all 

of the exercises from RE-

SPECT FOR ACTING: 

Scenes, cold reads, mono-

logues, exercises, audition 

material and, finally, plays and 

film scripts for a fall/2012 

production.  

 

We will invite filmmakers/

playwrights to our sessions to 

workshop their own material 

and strongly encourage actors 

to workshop their original 

material. We will call it the 

OVATION SCHOOL EN-

SEMBLE and I am currently 

in dialogue with Theaters for 

spaces to rent for our produc-

tion(s). We will limit this class 

to our top 15 artists. 

 

The INTERMEDIATE and 

PRE MASTER class will be 

doing the SAME things, in-

cluding cold reading exercises 

and auditioning skills that Pam 

and I have developed.  We will 

invite filmmakers and play-

wrights to these sessions as 

well. WE ARE ALL ONE 

SCHOOL OF ACTING work-

ing towards becoming a theat-

rical group – The OVA-

TION SCHOOL ENSEM-

BLE, that Detroit can be 

proud of . 
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The following workshops count toward qualifying for the Master Class that will be held in May 2012.  The 

requirement is at least 3 classes with Steve over the past 2 years that include the following 4 topics:   

 1.  Scene Study:  Scenes with a partner.   

 2.  Monologues—Comedic or dramatic.  There will be a  

       monologue class offered Dec. 2011.   

 3.  Uta Hagen Acting Exercises—from her book “Respect  for Acting”  (3 entrances, 4th wall).  This 

       class will be offered in Jan. 2012.   

 4.  TV Commercials .  This will be offered Feb. 2012 . 

 In March and April  we will be doing scene study classes and there will a final showcase for each one.  In 

April you can apply for the  Master Class that will be held in May.  The group will be limited to 15.  For those 

who aren’t ready yet for the Master Class, there will be an intermediate  and pre-master classes offered that 

will help get you prepared  for the next Master Class.   

ñIf you really do 

want to be an actor 

who can satisfy him-

self and his audi-

ence, you need to be 

vulnerable. [You 

must] reach the 

emotional and intel-

lectual level of ability 

where you can go 

out stark naked, 

emotionally, in front 

of an audience." -  

Jack Lemon  
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